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The Four Sunan and their status Among Sunnah Books
By
Dr. Alia Abdullah Balto

Abstract

The prophetic Sunnah is part of the Divine revelation that only a little
of it had been written down during the Prophets’ (PBUH) era. The Sunnah was
not written down in fear of its being confused with the Holy Koran. The
Companions of the prophet (PBuh) had been keen on preserving it and
maintaining it as pure as they had received it from the prophet (PBUH) . This
had been the case specially after the appearance of straying groups such as
Alkhawarij (the rebels) and the Sheits . At this point, Prince Umer Bin Abdul-
Aziz had formally ordered that Sunnah was to be recorded .

At the beginning, the writing down of the hadeeth was widely mixed up
with legal opinions of the Tabeen (Muslim Scholars) who came after the
prophets’ (PBUH) Companions) . This appears clearly in the collection of Ibn
Joraij, Ibn Ishag and Saeed 1bn Aroobah .

In Third century AH, Muslim Scholars started writing Al-Assaneed (the
authenticated books). The first among those who wrote such books was
Abdullah Ibn Musa Al-Absi Al-koofi. His book included both Saheah (authentic)
and daeaf (weak) hadeeths. And at this stage, appeared the Mowata of IMam
Malik, Saheeh Al-Bukhari, Saheeh Muslim, and then the Four Sunnan Books ,
i.e., Sunun Ibn Daawoud, Al-Nasuai , Al-Termithy and Ibn Majah. Hadeeth
Books production continued in that field but the Four Sunnun books remained
to occupy special status among others to the extent that some Scholars annexed
or related them metaphorically to the Two Saheeh , and they call them the six
Saheeh Books.

The research has revealed important results chief among them are the
following:

I- The Four Sunnan Books are the most important classifications of the
Third Hegira Century. They are classified according to Jurisprudence
-Y1i4.
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chapters. They include mainly rules Hadeeths and most of their
contents were authentic Saheeh Hadeeths.

Due to their significance and their high status, many studies were
conducted on the Four Sunnah Books. These studies involve

interpretations, explanations, abbreviations and commentary .

The most authentic among the Four Sunnan Book is the one by Al-
Nassai, followed by Sunnan Abi-Dawoud , Sunnan Ibn Majah and
finally the one by Al-Termithy.

The percentage of authentic (Saheeh) Hadeeths is 78.5% in Ibn Majah,
83% in Abi-Dawoud , 73% in Al-Termithy and 92.2% in Al-Nassai.

The percentage of weak Hadeeths (Daeef) is 21.5% in Ibn Majah, 21%
in Abi-Dawoud, 19.6% in Al-Termithy and 7.8% in Al-Nassai.
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